
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 94-112
NPDES PERMIT NO. CA0037494

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

CITY OF PACIFICA
SAN MATEO COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, hereinafter called
the Board, finds that:

1. The City of Pacifica, hereinafter called the discharger, submitted a Report of Waste Discharge
dated July 28, 1994 for reissuance of waste discharge requirements and a permit to discharge
wastewater to waters of the State and the United States under the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES).

2. This discharge is presently regulated by Waste Discharge Requirements in Order No. 89-118,
adopted by the Board on July 19, 1989. Previously adopted Waste Discharge Requirements
Orders Nos. 74-166, 79-23, and 79-111 are currently also in effect, as are Cease and Desist
Order No. 76-101 and amending Order No. 78-31. The Board adopted Cease and Desist
Order No. 93-112 on September 15, 1993 for permit violations and outfall deficiencies.

3. The City of Pacifica owns and operates a wastewater treatment plant which provides
secondary treatment of domestic wastewater from the City of Pacifica. The treatment plant
has a dry weather treatment capacity of 3.3 million gallons per day (MGD), and presently
discharges an average dry weather flow of 1.4 MGD (1993 flow data). Treated effluent from
the plant is discharged to the Pacific Ocean, waters of the State and the United States.
Effluent is discharged west of the Pacifica municipal fishing pier, through a submerged, 24- to
26-inch diameter outfall pipe terminating in a 3l3-foot long, multiport diffuser with a diameter
ranging from 18 to 26 inches, and ending 2,670 feet offshore. Effluent is discharged at a
depth of 30.8 feet below mean lower low water, through diffuser ports on risers which are
approximately 9.8 feet above the ocean floor. The discharge has a minimum initial dilution of
92: 1. The coordinates of the outfall are 37 deg. 37 min. 55 sec. north latitude, and 122 deg.
30 min. 30 sec. west longitude.

4. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and the Board have classified this
discharge as a major discharge.

5. Wastewater is conveyed to the treatment plant by gravity from the area north of the plant, and
from the area south of the plant via a force main, which originates at the Linda Mar pump
station, approximately three miles south of the plant. A bulk lime feeder located at the Linda
Mar pump station is used to elevate the pH of the wastewater in the force main in order to
control odors at the plant headworks and reduce corrosion of the steel force main pipe.
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